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FOREWORD 
This is the third special issue of Theoretical Computer Science with papers selected 
from the Conferences on Foundations of Software Technology and Theoretical Com- 
puter Science (FSTTCS). This issue contains selected papers from the 3rd FSTI'CS 
Conference held on 12-14 December 1983 at Bangalore, India. These papers were 
selected from 27 contributed papers presented at the Conference which were them- 
selves selected from 60 submissions from authors in 13 different countries. The 
papers selected for this issue have again been reviewed for the TCS journal in the 
usual manner. 
The predominant flavour of the 3rd Conference was that of programming: The 
largest number of submissions was in this area and there were more sessions on 
aspects of programming than on any other topic. It is therefore appropriate that 
three of the papers in this issue are on programming. The remaining papers are 
from the other areas of major interest: algorithms and formal languages. 
The Conference was sponsored by the National Centre for Software Development 
and Computing Techniques at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay. 
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